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Local 1549 40" Amniversary Celebration:

Looking |

Back

By Carmen Carter and Brenda Walker, Hepon‘ers

On Saturday, December 4, 2004, Local 1549 held its 4 0“‘
Anniversary celebration to commemorate the union’s
historical milestone. The gala event was held at the District
Council 37 union hall. The building was extravagantly
transformed and decorated in shiny gold and blue streamers,
with matching table lights, tablecloths and napkins.

The host for the evening’s event was Local 1549
Recording Secretary Loretta Y. Jones, who vividly recalled
the history of the local. President Eddie Rodriguez,
Executive Vice President Lenora D. Gates and event
coordinator Cynthia Hill presented DC 37 Executive
Director Lillian Roberts with a plaque displaying the charter.
Ms. Roberts signed the charter back in 1964 under the
leadership of Local 1549’s first president Thomas Hagen.
Mr. Hagen was instrumental in organizing the unions’
clerical workers into one of labor’s largest administrative

employees locals.

listory

said

“I was proud to sign the charter for Local 1549,”
Ms. Roberts, who was an International Vice-President at
the time and is currently a member of the local.

Over 2,500 members, family and friends attended the an-
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By f.:armen Carter, Reporfer.

Local 1549 held its annual Black History Month program
on Friday, February 11. The theme was: “If Not For
Unions.”

President Eddie Rodriguez and Executive Vice President
Lenora D. Gates welcomed guests in attendance and spoke
of the importance of celebrating the history of the labor
movement and its effect on workers’ lives. President Eddie
Rodriguez introduced District Council 37 Executive Direc-
tor Lillian Roberts. Ms. Roberts expressed her concerns
about the struggle that still continues today as we fight for
workers’ rights on the job and in government and politics.
Guests were then serenaded by a solo musical performance
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